
 

  
 

Helping the companion animals of our  
homeless brothers and sisters since 1998  

 

 
2025 

HOLIDAY 
NEWSLETTER 

  

 

 

 

   

 

  

  

 

Visit and Like Us on  
Facebook & Instagram 
@StreetHomelessAnimalProject  
 

Keep up with SHAP’s outreach 
and activities on the Street. 
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Sometimes Love Has No Address 

2025 SHAP Stre e t Family Photo  Alb um ove rflowing  ag ain! This p ast ye ar we  
face d  a  re cord  numb e r of fo lks e xp e rie ncing  home le ssne ss and  in d ire  ne e d  
of our he lp . Strug g ling  to  find  she lte r in the  hot summe r sun or se e king  a  b it 
of warmth in the  fre e zing  co ld  is a  constant b attle  on the  Stre e t. The  ne e d  for 
he lp  has b e e n ove rwhe lming . If it we re n’t for SHAP’s work on the  Stre e t, the  
amount of suffe ring  would  b e  unthinkab le . This is why SHAP e xists, and  why 
we  ne e d  your g e ne rous sup p ort. 

Those  with b e love d  comp anion animals b y the ir sid e  ne e d  he lp  to  ke e p  the ir 
comp anions he a lthy and  we ll fe d . SHAP ste p p e d  in so  many time s this ye ar 
to  p rovid e  ve te rinary care , food , wate r, as we ll as harne sse s, le ashe s, coats . 
. . and  more ! 

Provid ing  vita l ve te rinary care  (p re ve ntative , illne ss, and  injury) has p ut a  b ig  
stra in on SHAP’s Ve te rinary Fund  re source s ag ain this p ast ye ar. We  he lp e d  
with an ove rwhe lming  numb e r of life -or-d e ath case s. Ve t e xp e nse s, 
includ ing  sp ay/ne ute r, are  SHAP’s p rime  p urp ose  and  b ig g e st e xp e nse . But 
with g e ne rous d onors out the re  like  you in this crazy world , we  can ke e p  
the se  loyal comp anion animals he a lthy and  tog e the r with the ir g uard ians. 
Tog e the r, the y are  truly d e vote d  familie s. 

So  many re asons p e op le  b e come  home le ss -- loss of job , e victions, d e ath of 
sp ouse , ab use  at home , inab ility to  work b e cause  of d isab ilitie s, strug g le s 
with ad d ictions. The re  is ne ve r just one  simp le  story to  te ll. We  re main 
p le d g e d  to  p rovid e  those  home le ss familie s with comp anion animals the se  
crucial se rvice s. 

Comp anion animals p rovid e  a  se nse  of family, p e rsonal re sp onsib ility, 
uncond itional love , and  a  re ason to  g e t up  e ach d ay and  ke e p  the  fa ith — 
while  the ir strug g le  on the  Stre e t continue s for now. 

The  b rig hte st sp ot in the ir live s is a lways the  comp anion animal sitting  
faithfully b y the ir sid e . Tog e the r, the y are  family — strong ly b ond e d  — 
p le d g e d  to  p ro te ct and  love  e ach o the r e ve ry d ay. 
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Paseo Pottery Fundraising Event, May 2   
Collab orative  fund raise r a t Pase o  Potte ry’s  
“Throw-Down.”  SHAP re p s: Mag g ie  Shap iro , 
Kare n Cain. 

 

 
 
 

Santa Fe Pride Parade, June 29 
Kare n Cain and  sup e r vo lunte e rs KJ and  AJ 
(Smith Ve t), Jud ith G & siste r, Tom & Be cky 
Huston, jo ine d  the  mig hty Prid e  Parad e  
flying  the  SHAP b anne r!  

 
 

 

 

A Chat With SHAP, July 24  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Best of Santa Fe Block Party, August 1 

He ld  a t the  Santa  Fe  
Railyard  Farme rs'  Marke t 
Pavilion. Ce le b rating  
SHAP’s Top  3  Win for Be st 
Animal Nonp rofit. Thanks 
Brand on, Be cky & Jud ith! 

Halloween Trifecta of Fundraisers 
Bark & Boo Bone  Chiling  Brew-Ha-Ha  O ct 25 
Be witching ly De licious Drag  Bing o        O ct 28 
Nig ht o f the  Living  De ad                           O ct 31 

Sup e r thanks fo r our Hallowe e n Fund raise r 
Volunte e rs: Sally Kre imb org , Jud ith Gab rie le , 
Xavie r, Mad ison, Sand ra  Jaramllo , Brand on 
Tad lock, Laure n Long worth, Caro lynn Brown, 
Mag g ie  Shap iro , John Conne ll. 
Thank you, Kate  & Marg ie  at Baked  & Brew,  
for hosting  “Bark & Boo”     

Jud ith Gab rie le  
Laure n ong worth 
Mary Ann Ryan 
Sand ra  Jaramillo  
Emily Laure n Burg  
Christine  Gossin 
Be cca Whitake r 

Thank you, Bake d  & 
Bre w for re fre shme nts 

CELEBRATING OUR SHAP VOLUNTEERS   



 
 
 
 

 
   

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

  

  

 

Scan the QR code  
below to donate! 

 

Give SHAP a Place in your 
Heart with RMDs, Planned 

Giving, or Legacy Gifts! 

SHAP hop e s our wond e rful d onors 
and  sup p orte rs will think o f SHAP in 
the  coming  ye ar and  ad d  us to  any o f 
your Planne d  Giving  Prog rams or 
Le g acy Gifts. 

Le aving  a  b e q ue st in your will is a  
simp le  and  me aning ful way fo r you to  
le ave  a  le g acy o f comp assion and  
he a lth fo r our most vulne rab le  on the  
Stre e t.  

And , if you are  70½  or o ld e r, you can 
g ive  SHAP a  tax-smart g ift tod ay b y 
transfe rring  a ll o r p art o f your IRA 
Re q uire d  Minimum Distrib utio n (RMD) 
to  SHAP as a  d onation. You can 
transfe r up  to  $108 ,000  p e r ye ar to  
SHAP tax-fre e  and  re d uce  your 
taxab le  income . Consult your financia l 
ad visor fo r more  d e ta ils. 

We  know tha t it is your p assion (and  
ours) to  a lle via te  suffe ring  fo r 
comp anion animals. Discuss this 
g iving  op p ortunity tod ay with your 
le g a l o r financia l ad visor. 

Give  the  Gift of Health and   
Hap p iness to  Our Most Vulne rab le  

 

Journalist Michae l Be nanav contacte d  
Kare n Cain and  SHAP afte r se e ing  social 
me d ia  e xp lod e  with accusa tions of d og  
ab use  b y one  of our SHAP clie nts. De sp ite  
the  fact the se  targ e te d  cla ims we re  
p rove d  factually inaccurate , misle ad ing , 
and  false  b y Animal Contro l and  Police , a  
g roup  of online  vig ilante s ap p are ntly 
b anne d  tog e the r in a  he artle ss, 
misg uid e d  p lan to  ste al Chris’s d og , De si. 
O n Saturd ay, May 17 of this ye ar, we  saw 
unab ashe d  online  ranting  and  p lo tting  . . . 
the n the  worst hap p e ne d  . . .  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

la te r that ve ry same  d ay De si was ab d ucte d . 
It was ob vious Chris and  De si we re  sta lke d  
b y ind ivid uals b e cause  of the  info  the y 
share d  ab out the m online . SHAP and  
sup p orte rs have  b e e n se arching  for De si 
since  May with the  he lp  of local p olice . Chris 
re mains d e vastate d  . . . De si had  b e e n his 
fa ithful comp anion for ove r 6  ye ars. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Michae l trave le d  with Kare n around  the  city on se ve ra l occasions, as she  
assiste d  those  on the  Stre e t, to  se e  and  asse ss the  situa tion for himse lf. 
This article  focuse s on many asp e cts of home le ssne ss in Santa  Fe  and  
e sp e cially those  living  on the  Stre e t with comp anion animals. It e xp lore s 
the  social me d ia  thre ad s that d e lib e rate ly targ e t and  malig n our home le ss. 
Nothing  is e ve r b lack and  white  on the  Stre e t. Jump ing  to  conclusions or 
e ve n inte ntionally making  false  accusations se e ms to  have  g otte n traction 
in our community. Eve ryone  on the  stre e t is not a  d rug  ab use r or me ntally 
ill, a lthoug h ce rta in me mb e rs of the  p ub lic lump  a ll home le ss into  one  of 
the se  cate g orie s to  fit the ir narrative s for ste a ling  the ir d og s. 

Se ve ra l of our SHAP familie s have  b e e n sp e cific targ e ts of vig ilante  me n 
and  wome n this ye ar he re  in Santa  Fe . All accusations inve stig ate d  b y 
SHAP, ve te rinarians, Animal Contro l, and  the  Santa  Fe  Police  we re  found  
to  b e  b ase le ss.  

We  can’t stop  the  maliciousne ss in the  he arts of fo lks. We  can try to  
e d ucate . . .  p rove  the ir a lle g ations are  not true  . . . b ut some  fo lks only se e  
life  as b lack & white  . . . and  the  ve ry visib ility of the  home le ss make s the m 
targ e ts of malicious, online  “g ang s” that carry the ir rants from the  socials 
to  actual ille g a l actions on the  Stre e t. Exp e rts say ab use  and  ne g le ct are  
more  ramp ant in house d  fo lks than p e op le  know, b ut ra re ly will the y b e  
re p orte d .  

Go to  our we b site  NMSHAP.org  to  re ad  more  ab out Chris and  De si and  
SHAP’s work on the  Stre e t in northe rn Ne w Me xico . The re  is a lso  a  link to  
the  online  Christian Scie nce  Monitor article  whe re  you can re ad  it in full.  

 

 

Chris & Desi 

CHRISTIAN SCIENCE MONITOR ARTICLE ABOUT SHAP AND 
OUR STREET FAMILIES GOES NATIONAL ONLINE 

Can homeless people care for their pets? 
A Santa Fe controversy points to solutions. 



 

              On the Street    
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SHAP Street Team 

Team Captain  
Karen Cain 

JANUARY Rand i G. ne ws article  ab out Kare n 
Cain, SHAP’s work & our annual coat d rive  
assisting  the  unhouse d  to  g e t coats--b o th human 
and  animal. 

FEBRUARY  SHAP Vale ntine 's Community Photo  
Shoot at PETCO  on Fe b  8 . Our thanks g oe s out 
to  a ll o f our vo lunte e rs who  unle ashe d  love  and  
joy!  

MARCH   Collab s continue  with the  Safe  
O utd oor Sp ace  (SO S) p ro ject and  The  Life  Link 
a t Christ Luthe ran Church. 

APRIL  Succe ss sto rie s: se ve ral o f our Stre e t 
clie nts & the ir comp anion animals we re  
acce p te d  into  Safe  Outd oor Sp ace  (SO S), the n 
g rad uate d  to  p e rmanent housing ! Cong rats! 

MAY  Collab orative  fund raise r with Pase o  
Potte ry, Pase o  Potte ry “Throw-Down.”  SHAP 
p uts out a le rt & vid e os to  he lp  home le ss clie nt 
Chris M whe n his d og  De si was sto le n from him. 
Re ward  offe re d  fo r safe  re turn.   

JUNE Dog s Die  in Hot Cars camp aig n starts fo r 
the  hot summe r! SHAP marche s in the  Santa  Fe  
Prid e  on June  28 in d owntown Santa  Fe . SHAP 
p articip ate s in the  Brid g ing  Diffe rences: End ing  
Stig ma Tog e ther Event hosted  b y Santa  Fe  
County Coalition.  

JULY   “A Chat with SHAP and  our Stree t 
Familie s” on July 17  a t the  Santa  Fe  Woman’s 
Club . SHAP wins Top  3  Best Nonp rofit for 
Animals in Santa  Fe  Re p orte r’s 2025  Be st o f 
Santa  Fe  award s.  

AUGUST  TransFURmations, in Farming ton, 
invite s our Exe cutive  Dire ctor, Kare n Cain, to  b e  
honore d  at the ir 5 -Ye ar Annive rsary, and  
fund raise d  fo r SHAP. 

SEPTEMBER  Murad  & Bob b i from the  rad io  
show “Pe tChat” inte rvie w Kare n Cain ab out 
SHAP’s curre nt work and  challe ng e s. 

O CTO BER SHAP ‘s Hallowe e n Fund raise rs 
Trife cta  includ e  “Bark & Boo” a t Baked  & Bre w, 
“Be witching ly De licious Drag  Bing o” a t Counte r 
Culture , and  “Nig ht o f the  Living  De ad ” a t CCA.   

NO VEMBER Fe ature  article  ab out SHAP, our 
home le ss with comp anion animals in Santa  Fe , 
and  more  p ub lished  nationally in the  Christian 
Science  Monitor. 

DECEMBER  SHAP b e g ins p lans to  p artne r with 
Ne w Me xico  Hig hland s Unive rsity to  fo rm an 
inte rnship  with SHAP for stud e nts. NMHU School 
o f Socia l Work Practicum.  

SHAP award e d  Santa  Fe  Community Found ation 
Animal We lfare  Grant fo r our 2026  mission!  

MAGGIE SHAPIRO   
Le ad  Stre e t Te am Memb e r 

Almost e xactly one  ye ar ag o I b e g an 
community outre ach to  the  home le ss p e t 
owne rs of Santa  Fe . It was some thing  I’d  
wante d  to  d o  for a  ve ry long  time  b e cause  
as a  hug e  animal love r, it p a ine d  me  to  se e  
home le ss familie s without the  re source s 
the y ne e d e d  to  take  care  of the ir p e ts. To 
say that my e xp e rie nce s this p ast ye ar have  
b e e n re ward ing  would  b e  a  massive  
und e rsta te me nt.  

During  this time , I’ve  he lp e d  countle ss 
familie s with food , she lte r, and  me d ical 
care  for the ir p e ts. I’ve  b e come  frie nd s with 
many of our clie nts and  b e e n on the  
re ce iving  e nd  of countle ss hap p y kisse s 
from the ir p e ts. While  outre ach is normally 
re la tive ly une ve ntful, some time s the re  are  
he artb re aking  mome nts, such as whe n I 
had  to  e scort a  clie nt and  his incre d ib ly ill 
p up p y to  the  ve t to  e nsure  he r survival. 
Without our inte rve ntion, she  sure ly 
would n’t have  live d  to  se e  anothe r sunrise , 
and  I’m hap p y to  say that she  is now 
thriving .  

We ’re  p roud  to  b e  honored  ag ain this ye ar (fo r the  
3 rd  ye ar in a  row) as a  Top  3  Winne r in Santa  Fe  
Re p orte r’s Be st o f Santa  Fe  2025  | Be st Nonp rofit For 
Animals! Many thanks and  much g ratitud e  to  a ll our 
sup p orte rs and  the  vo te s from the  community!  

Want to  he lp ? Talk to  the  home le ss 
like  the y’re  human and  d on’t assume  
you know what the y ne e d . If you ask, 
the y’ll a lways te ll you. Carry 
b atte rie s, b lanke ts, and  b ottle d  
wate r in your car, and  p le ase  le t us 
know if you’d  like  to  volunte e r.  

Mag g ie  & he r 
p up  Roo 

2025 SHAP Activities Timeline 



Robert’s Tribute to his beloved Kai  
In his own words 

“I was the fourth companion by the time I got her at 4 

months old. We knew right there, as soon as we met, it 

was going to be for life. She held up to her end of the 

deal and her man daddy held up his end.  

I knew Kai was beyond a special animal -- she had so 

much depth. In fact, so much I never actually had to teach 

her very much. Kaila Jane McGillapuppy, as I would 

lovingly call her, made the cover of 4 magazines, was on 

Food Network twice, made Travel Channel’s BEST OF 

episode, and multiple other publications all over the 

country. We couldn't go anywhere without Kai being the 

center of conversation with her trademark sunglasses 

and never being on a leash. She was a star that knew 

how to carry herself in public,  

I would always tell her to ALWAYS “be a lady” and she 

never let her fans down. As well as always wanting 

everyone and everything to be her friend, she was in the 

movie Odd Thomas made here in Santa Fe and 

understood 6 languages, English, Spanish, Danish, 

Mojave, sign language, and the not so subtle, Hobo. She 

only barked probably seven times in15 yrs, so that really 

was helpful in having an extreme bond with her. I almost 

had to read her mind -- she would not vocalize her 

intentions.  

A huge part of me died when Kai passed. I will never be 

the same man I was. I became a hollow shell with no 

reason whatsoever to live. Everything I was got ripped 

right out my soul that night.  

Kai is the only one that could possibly understand my 

hurt. You'll always be my Kaikai. My daughter. I pray we 

will be able to join spirits soon like we did in life.  

I miss you baby.” 
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Robert and Kai  

RIP Kai ~ Feb 14, 2010 to Feb 28, 2025    

“Kaila Jane McGillapuppy” (Kai for short) and her 

guardian Robert had been together for 15 devoted 

years. Sweet Kai, known as a “Santa Fe icon”, was often 

seen posing for photos in over-sized sunglasses. Kai 

passed away earlier this year. She was a beautiful, gentle 

soul, and loved Robert unconditionally, just as he loved 

her. Kai’s caring SHAP Street Team deeply misses her 

too.  

In her final months, Kai suffered from kidney failure and 

was finally taken from this world on February 28, 2025 . 

. . and, from the loving arms of her grief-stricken Dad. 

While she’s over the Rainbow Bridge now, Robert still 

misses her desperately every day. Kai was family . . . this 

“gentle ole girl” was his everything. Homeless folks with 

companion animals don’t have much while living on the 

Street . . . but they know what’s important . . . what’s 

valuable . . .  the absolute love between them and their 

companion. 

SHAP lovingly supported Kai and Robert since about 

2012 – helping them with veterinary care, food, and 

supplies through the years. They were family to SHAP. 

We continue to stay in touch with Robert and see his 

sadness still lingering. Nothing can ease this kind of loss. 

Fifteen years together . . . but it still seemed so short a 

time to contain this much love.       
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ROBERT and KAI 
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Karen explained to the young girls, who listened intently and curiously, about people and their companion animals living 

outdoors with little to no resources, and what SHAP does to make sure the companion animals and their person are 

supplied with everything they need to be okay. . . such as food, harnesses, blankets, coats, food/water bowls, vet 
appointments, immunizations, and regular check-ins and more. Karen passed the opportunity to speak over to me 

asking if I would share a little about my companion animal and what SHAP has done.  

Upon agreeing to do this, I thought it’d be easy, just tell them how Karen helped me so much, however when I began 
to speak and explain how I’d met Karen my heart welled up all at once, and my whole body flooded with emotions as the 
files in my memory jogged back 14 years to when I’d first called on Karen. Desperate, cold, clinging to last hopes, my 

beloved companion, an 80 lb. pitbull named Mama. I was broken, hungry, homeless. Aged out of foster care. . . an adult 
body with a desperate child’s mind and a girl’s broken heart. Karen shared love and kindness all those years ago. When I 

stayed in hotel rooms trying to survive, Mama and I, Karen didn’t judge. She bought Mama big bags of kibble, a harness, 
and a chew toy, called her sweet baby, and showed me that we were worth loving. Years after Mama passed at 12 years 
old, Karen helped me again, this time with Olivia. She never judged or asked why are you homeless again? She just 

asked how can I help, and this is what I can do. 

I shared my story with the young Girl Scouts and their leaders, and thanked Karen for all of the years of selfless 
unconditional love she’d shared with my beloved companions. I explained how much it meant and what a huge difference 

it made.   

Karen asked the girls if any of them would like to share. What I heard next, forever expanded my heart and knowledge 
of love. The girls each began to express one by one the huge gratitude and love they had for their own pets and how 

important it was to them to help the people and pets less fortunate than themselves. Some expressed experiences of 
being homeless, living in hotels with family, or having parents, and close relatives who’d experienced being homeless.  

They huddled around with what they called a spiderweb hug to support those who tearfully and courageously spoke 
the truth of experiencing homelessness, and at the end dedicated themselves to work as a team to create something nice 

for people and pets living outdoors. Karen reminded them that they are our future, and they truly seemed to 

understand. Their little hearts just overflowing with love, compassion, and great ideas for this world. I was so blessed and 

honored to be invited to see just what happens when Karen creates links with love. SHAP is more than a life link, it’s a 
love link for companion animals and their owners alike, linking love everywhere with everyone!  

I love you Karen, so very, very much. You are my hero forever!  

SHAP HELPS GIRL SCOUT TROOP EARN THEIR  
“ANIMAL HELPER” BADGES, STREET STORIES 

SHARED BY LILA & KAREN, AND SCOUTS 
SHARE THEIR OWN STORIES 

 

Danielle Jimenez (left) and  
Lila (far right) with Girl Scouts 

From Lila Amorette Casey 

On Nov 16, I met up with Karen at Amelia White Park, and as I approached her, she 

immediately began to love on me like a sister, ask me how I’m doing, tell me how 
good it is to see me, and all at once I feel welcome in her presence, seen, heard, and 
valid. This visit in the park is about Santa Fe Girl Scout Troop 10777, arriving to 

meet with us, to learn about SHAP and why this work is so important.  

` 

Karen, Lila, Danielle, and Girl Scout Troop 10777 
Earning their Animal Helper Badge with SHAP 

Amelia White Park 
Sunday, November 16, 2025 
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